74	meister's apprenticeship.
" If you want to take a scholar under your inspection," said
our friend, " I am well content to risk a few passes with^ou."
Accordingly they fought together; and although the stranger
greatly over-matched his new competitor, he politely kept declar-
ing that it all depended upon practice ; in fact, Wilhelm, inferior
as he was, had made it evident that he had got his first instruc-
tions from a good, solid, thoroughpaced German fencing-master.
Their entertainment was disturbed by the uproar with which
the parti-coloured brotherhood issued from the inn, to make
proclamation of the show, and awaken a desire to see their art,
throughout the town. Preceded by a drum, the manager advanced
on horseback; he was followed by a female dancer mounted on a
corresponding hack, and holding a child before her, all bedizened
with ribbons and spangles. Next came the remainder of the troop
on foot; some of them carrying children on their shoulders in dan-
gerous postures, yet smoothly and lightly; among these the young,
dark, black-haired figure again attracted Wilhelm's notice.
Pickleherring ran gaily up and down the crowding multitude,
distributing his hand-bills with much practical fan; here smack-
ing the lips of a girl, there breeching a boy, and awakening
generally among the people an invincible desire to know more of
him.
On the painted flags, the manifold science of the company
was visibly delineated; particularly of a Monsieur Narciss and the
Dejnoiselle Landrinette; both of whom, being main characters,
had prudently kept back from the procession, thereby to acquire
a more dignified consideration, and excite a greater curiosity.
During the procession, Wilhelm's fair neighbour had again
appeared at the window; and he did not fail to inquire about her
of his new companion. This person, whom, for the present, we
shall call Laertes, offered to take Wilhelm over and introduce
him. " I and the lady," said he, laughing, " are two fragments
of an acting company that made shipwreck here a short while ago.
The pleasantness of the place has induced us to stay in it, and
consume our little stock of cash in peace, while one of our friends
is out seeking some situation for himself and us."
Laertes immediately accompanied his new acquaintance to Phi-
lina's door; where he left him for a moment, and ran to a shop
hard by for a few sweetmeats. " I am sure you will thank me/'
said he on returning, " for procuring you so pleasant an acquaint-
ance."

